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made a private settlement with the seller by asking-
him to ostensibly fix the price at Rs. 3,000, out of
which the broker would get a profit of Rs. 500
without Sir Gooroodass's knowledge. But when he
saw on that day that Sir Gooroodass could easily
give up Rs. 1,500 offered by the Berharnpore people
for the sake of a principle, he felt greatly distressed
at his own conduct. He made a clean breast of
the whole affair to Sir Gooroodass, expressed
regret at his attempt to cheat such a saintly man
and completed the sale of the land at the actual price
demanded by the seller, viz. Rs. 2,500 only. This
incident made a great impression on Sir Gooroodass's
mind of the advantage of always following the right
course without looking forward to results of action,
the latter being left to the care of a just and land
Providence.

Sir Gooroodass had set in earnest to learn Urdu
before he started practice as a lawyer. This was
a great help to him in reading and understanding
for himself documents and papers in original coming
from his Mahomedan clients.

In the early part of his practice at Berhampore,
Sir Gooroodass was more in demand on the criminal
than on the civil side of the court, and an incident
happened which greatly helped to establish his
reputation as a criminal lawyer. There was a rich
Zamindar in Murshidabad, who died leaving a
widow, a son and a daughter. Before death, he
had made a benami transfer of the whole of his
property to his wife. The daughter was subsequent-
ly married to a poor man who came to live in the